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 The Washington City Council met in a regular session on Monday, November 18, 2013 at 

5:30 pm in the City Council Chambers at the Municipal Building.  Present were:  Archie 

Jennings, Mayor; Bobby Roberson, Councilman; Doug Mercer, Councilman; William Pitt, 

Councilman; Richard Brooks, Councilman; Brian M. Alligood, City Manager; Cynthia S. 

Bennett, City Clerk and Franz Holscher, City Attorney.  Councilman Moultrie was absent from 

the meeting. 

   

 Also present were:  Stacy Drakeford, Interim Fire & Police Services Director; Robbie 

Rose, Fire Chief; Allen Lewis, Public Works Director; Keith Hardt, Utilities Director; John 

Rodman, Community/Cultural Resources Director; Kristi Roberson, Parks and Recreation 

Manager; Susan Hodges, Human Resource Director; Gloria Moore, Library Director; Lynn 

Lewis, Tourism Director; and David Carraway, IT Department and Mike Voss, Washington 

Daily News. 

 

 Mayor Jennings called the meeting to order and Councilman Pitt delivered the 

invocation.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 Councilman Mercer requested the following changes on the minutes of October 7 and 

October 18, 2013: 

 

1. Page 6 of the October 7 minutes where Mr. Langley discussed water under his house 

should read sills and not seals  

2. Page 12 paragraph 2 the motion of the October 18 should read: vote 3-1 and not 3-2. 

 

 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Roberson, seconded by Councilman Mercer, Council 

approved the minutes of October 7, and October 18, 2013 as amended.  
 

APPROVAL/AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA: 

 Mayor Jennings reviewed the requested changes to the agenda: 

 

 Remove: Public Hearing Other:  Item A: – Close out of FY 09 CDBG Housing 

Development Program – Washington Housing, Inc. (*City Manager, Brian Alligood 

explained he had received a call from Richard Self, DCA and he indicated the City had 

received approval on the extension of grant FY 09 CDBG Housing Development 

Program until October 14, 2014 and we do not need to close the grant until that time.) 

 

 Remove: New Business:  Item C: - Authorize – City Manager to execute an agreement 

with EMS Management & Consultants 

 

 Move Consent Item G: Adopt – Ordinance Waterfront Advisory Committee to Old 

Business Item E 

   

 By motion of Councilman Mercer, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council approved 

the agenda as amended. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

By motion of Councilman Mercer, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council approved 

the consent agenda as amended. 

 

A. Authorize/Adopt – Repurchase of Cemetery Lot R-83, Plot 2 in Oakdale Cemetery 

for $600 and Adopt Budget Ordinance Amendment 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE BUDGET ORDINANCE 

OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, N.C. 

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2013-2014 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Washington, North Carolina: 

 



CITY COUNCIL MINUTES      NOVEMBER 18, 2013 
WASHINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA                                      PAGE 

 

 

 Section 1. That following account numbers in the Cemetery Fund appropriations 

budget be increased for decreased in the amounts shown to provide funds for the repurchase of 

cemetery lot R-83, plot 2. 

 

 39-90-9990-9900 Contingency     $(600) 

 39-90-4740-4901 Repurchase of Lots        600 

 

 Section 2. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 

repealed. 

 

 Section 3. This ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption. 

 

Adopted this the 18
th
 day of November, 2013. 

 

ATTEST: 

s/Cynthia S. Bennett, CMC     s/N. Archie Jennings, III 

City Clerk       Mayor 

  

B. Declare Surplus/Authorize – Declare surplus and Authorize the sale of vehicles 

through electronic auction using GovDeals 

 
 

C. Accept/Adopt – Grant from Mid-East Commission Area Agency on Aging and 

Adopt Budget Ordinance to adjust the FY 13-14 budget appropriations and estimated 

revenue to match the grant award ($32,680) 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE BUDGET ORDINANCE 

OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, N.C. 

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2013-2014 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Washington, North Carolina: 

 

 Section 1. That the Estimated Revenues in the General Fund be decreased in the 

amount of $571 in the account Mid-East Grant, account number 10-40-3621-3300. 

 

 Section 2. That the following account numbers in the Senior Programs portion of the 

General Fund appropriations budget be increased or decreased in the amounts shown to reflect 

the actual grant award. 

 

10-40-6123-0200  Salaries    $3,329 

10-40-6123-0301  Part-Time Salaries – Mid-East   2,000 

10-40-6123-4501  Mid-East Grant –General HP  (    498) 

10-40-6123-4504  Mid-East Grant-Center Operations ( 5,402) 

    Total     ($   571) 

 Section 3. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 

repealed. 

 

 Section 4. This ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption. 

 

Adopted this the 18
th
 day of November, 2013. 

 

ATTEST: 

s/Cynthia S. Bennett, CMC     s/N. Archie Jennings, III 

City Clerk       Mayor 
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D. Approve/Support – NC State Trails Program – 2014-2015 RTP Grant application 

 

E. Adopt – Resolution directing the City Clerk to investigate a petition for a  non-

contiguous annexation of Washington Montessori School 

 

RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE CLERK TO INVESTIGATE  

A PETITION RECEIVED UNDER G.S. 160A-31 

 

 WHEREAS,  a petition requesting annexation of an area described in said petition was 

received on November 18, 2013 by the Washington City Council; and 

 

 WHEREAS,  G.S. 160A-31 provides that the sufficiency of the petition shall be 

investigated by the City Clerk before further annexation proceedings may take place; and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the City Council for the City of Washington deems it advisable to proceed 

in response to this request for annexation; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 

Washington that: 

  

 The City Clerk is hereby directed to investigate the sufficiency of the above described 

petition and to certify as soon as possible to the City Council the result of her investigation. 

 

Adopted this the 18
th
 day of November, 2013. 

 

ATTEST: 

s/Cynthia S. Bennett, CMC     s/N. Archie Jennings, III 

City Clerk       Mayor 

Annexation # 13-A-02 

Washington Montessori School 

 

F. Adopt – Resolution directing the City Clerk to investigate a petition for a  non-

contiguous annexation of West Park Motors 

 

RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE CLERK TO INVESTIGATE  

A PETITION RECEIVED UNDER G.S. 160A-31 

 

 WHEREAS,  a petition requesting annexation of an area described in said petition was 

received on November 18, 2013 by the Washington City Council; and 

 

 WHEREAS,  G.S. 160A-31 provides that the sufficiency of the petition shall be 

investigated by the City Clerk before further annexation proceedings may take place; and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the City Council for the City of Washington deems it advisable to proceed 

in response to this request for annexation; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Washington 

that: 

  

 The City Clerk is hereby directed to investigate the sufficiency of the above described 

petition and to certify as soon as possible to the City Council the result of her investigation. 

 

Adopted this the 18
th
 day of November, 2013. 

 

ATTEST: 

s/Cynthia S. Bennett, CMC     s/N. Archie Jennings, III 

City Clerk       Mayor 

Annexation # 13-A-03 

West Park Motors 
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G. Moved to New Business Item: E – Adopt – Ordinance – Waterfront Advisory 

Committee  

 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: 

There were no comments from the public 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON ZONING:     NONE  

 

PUBLIC HEARING OTHER: CLOSE OUT OF FY09 CDBG HOUSING 

DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM – WASHINGTON HOUSING INC. (item removed) 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES: 
Randall & Shelia Morgan who lives on River Road requested to be released from 

Washington Utilities in order to be transferred to Tideland Electric.  

 

  Mr. and Mrs. Morgan commented that Tideland has a line that runs behind and in front of 

their property.   

 

  Mayor Jennings inquired what else would be involved in releasing the Morgan’s from 

Washington Utilities?  Mr. Alligood stated he understands this is not something we have done 

before and North Carolina laws states that once you serve a customer you retain that customer 

until you remove the customer.  The first step would involve Council agreeing to the transfer and 

then it would have to be sent to the North Carolina Power Agency for their approval.   

 

  Mayor Jennings voiced Council will take this request under advisement and directed Mr. 

Alligood to follow up on the procedure and bring this item back to Council for final approval.    

 

 Mr. Joey Toler – explained that the Beaufort County Arts Council had recently become 

aware of a grant opportunity from the National Endowment for the Arts and wishes to pursue the 

grant.  It is a planning grant which will involve calling in consultants to work with them as they 

move forward with their efforts involving the Turnage Theater.  To ensure success as much as 

possible, this will include various partners in our community.  The grant that NEA is offering is a 

grant called OUR TOWN Grant Program. 

 

The grant requires two primary partners: a non-profit cultural arts organization and a 

local government entity.  BCAC would serve as the 501(c)(3) arts organization and would like to 

request the local government entity be the City of Washington. 

 

BCAC would fulfill all administrative roles regarding the grant (i.e. application, 

disbursement of funds, reporting, etc.)  The grant does not require any financial obligation on the 

City’s part.  

   

City of Washington would only need to submit a formal endorsement letter designating 

the project as the only one being submitted for the local government.  In other words, that City of 

Washington is not applying for any other NEA grants.   

 

The deadline to apply for the grant is January 13, 2014.  Grant awards range from 

$25,000 to $200,000.  BCAC will be applying for $25,000-$30,000 to bring in consultants.  Mr. 

Toler provided the basic outline regarding the grant. 

 

Mayor Pro tem Roberson inquired which one of the projects BCAC is specifically 

interested in for the funding capabilities?  Mr. Toler stated they are looking at “Cultural 

Planning” for the Creative asset mapping, Support for creative entrepreneurship and Creative 

industry cluster/hub development.  Councilman Mercer asked if Mr. Toler felt they would be 

able to apply in all five areas.  Mr. Toler stated they will be applying for a grant where all of this 

can work together and Councilman Mercer suggested they would be more likely to receive a 

grant if you concentrate your efforts in one or two those areas that was mentioned.  Councilman 

Pitt inquired if this was a competitive ~ Mr. Toler responded ‘yes’ very competitive – 

approximately 350 applications and they grant approximately 80. 
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Mayor Jennings voiced the key part of the process was exactly what Mr. Toler had done 

– he love that he came in early.  Also with there being no administrative expectation of the City 

(with the Manger agreeing we do not have any other competing interest for NEA grants) he 

doesn’t see why the City would not supportive.  

  

 Mr. Marc Recko – addressed Council regarding the KaBoom grant.  Mr. Recko 

introduced Ms. Lorraine Garner from Oakcrest Community Housing Development and noted 

they are the happy recipient of receiving a grant to build a playground.  On December 14, 2013, 

they will be building the playground at Oakcrest Housing Development.  On the morning of 

December 14, there will be no playground there but by the end of the day, there will be a new 

playground for 200+ children that reside at Oakcrest.  The grant is through an organization called  

KaBoom, the grant is for $15,000.  They are in the process of raising another $80,000.    

 

 Mr. Recko voiced they are here to invite City Council to participate with this project.  

Councilman Pitt attended the design day where the children came together and designed the 

playground.  Mr. Recko requested the City supply trash receptacles, recycle containers, 

dumpsters, and possibly EMS support during the day.   

 

 Ms. Garner stated the Oakcrest Community needs this playground for our children 

because the children have nowhere to play except for in the streets.  

 

 Mayor Jennings thanked Mr. Recko and Ms. Garner for their involvement and stated they 

look forward to seeing the playground.      

 

CORRESPONDENCE AND SPECIAL REPORTS: 

MEMO – STATUS REPORT – SBEA GRANT PROGRAM & CDBG 09-C-2050 

WASHINGTON HOUSING INC.   

The Division of Community Investment and Assistance approved the 2011 Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG) for Small Business and Entrepreneurial Assistance (SBEA) 

funds in the amount of $200,000.  The primary purpose of the SBEA program is to provide 

funding to local governments to help jumpstart the growth of existing small businesses by 

expanding their businesses and creating new jobs.  Five (5) local businesses are participating in 

the program and will provide the local match.  The local businesses that are participating are: 

Park Boat Company, Hospital Pharmacy, East Carolina Imports, FRE Plumbing, and Pamlico 

Fencing. 

 

The grant project is authorized to provide CDBG funds to these local businesses for 

construction/rehab, machinery and equipment, and working capital.  By providing capital 

resources to the existing business the City of Washington will help increase employment 

opportunities by creating 8 new jobs.  Funding eligibility is contingent upon the creation and 

retention of permanent fulltime jobs.  Each new job created or retained is eligible to receive up to 

$25,000 in grant funds.  The City of Washington was therefore awarded $200,000 in Small 

Business and Entrepreneurial Assistance funds.  Before these funds can be released the 

conditions must be met. Monthly status reports and a letter indicating completed activities is 

provided. 

 

CDBG 09-C-2050 Washington Housing Inc. 

The Division of Community Investment and Assistance approved the 2009 Community 

Development Block Grant for Housing Development in the amount of $227,700.  The primary 

purpose of the program is to provide funding to local governments to provide residential 

construction for low to moderate income individuals.  The City of Washington is working in 

partnership with the Washington Housing Authority and Washington Housing Inc.  The 

performance requirement was originally 13 houses built and occupied by 10/31/14.  That 

requirement has been reduced to 10 houses.  Attached are monthly grant updates and project 

schedule.  (Memo accepted as presented) 

 

 

Re: Jumpstart Washington CDBG Report 

 Washington CDBG #11-C-2340 
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 Small Business and Entrepreneurial Assistance Grant (SBEA) 

 

Dear Mr. Rodman: 

During the months of August, September and October, 2013, The Wooten Company completed 

the following CDBG activities: 

 

 One new employee was hired by one of the five project companies that qualifies as low – 

moderate income, which brings our current total of new hires to six towards a goal of 

eight. 

 

 Grant funded purchases were advertised for three pieces of equipment for project 

company’s needs. 

 

 Staff met with four of five project companies to execute the revised Legally Binding 

Commitments and Promissory Notes. 

 

 Staff met with project companies to finalize specifications for grant funded equipment 

needs. 

 

 On-going administration and financial management. 

 

s/Billie Hansen, Project Manager 
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MEMO – FUEL REBATE POLICY 

 In order to assist with attracting more aircraft traffic to Warren Field Airport, staff has 

proposed the attached fuel rebate program to be implemented.  This proposal was submitted to 

the Airport Advisory Board and received their overwhelming approval.  This policy is just being 

presented for your information and no action is required. (Memo accepted as presented) 

 

FUEL REBATE POLICY 

 

Purchase 250 or more gallons per quarter receive $0.10/gallon rebate. 

  

Purchase 500 or more gallons per quarter receive $0.20/gallon rebate. 

 

Purchase 1,000 or more gallons per quarter receive $0.30/gallon rebate. 
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Purchase 2,000 or more gallons per quarter receive $0.40/gallon rebate. 

 

Purchase 4,000 or more gallons per quarter receive $0.50/gallon rebate. 

 

Conditions: Must sign up to receive rebates and make at least four (4) purchases per quarter. 

 Rebates will be made within thirty (30) days of end of quarter.  Quarters end in 

March, June, September and December. 

 

REPORT – LOAD MANAGEMENT DEVICE INSTALLATION (OCTOBER) 

 

 
 

REPORTS FROM BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES: 

HUMAN RELATIONS COUNCIL  

(Report approved as submitted) 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES:  

Criminal Justice Program Coordinator, Kimberly Grimes addressed the Board regarding the 

event “Take-A-Stand & Give-A-Helping Hand” to be held on Saturday, October 19, 2013 at the 

Smoke on the Water Festival.  Ms. Grimes explained that the event would allow an individual to 

put their hand on a Police or Fire vehicle and all contributions would be donated to the Marion L. 

Shepard Cancer Center.   

 

Event organizer, Barbara Gaskins addressed the Board regarding the Trunk & Treat event 

planned for Thursday, October 31, 2013 at Beebe Park.  Ms. Gaskins requested the boards’ 

participation by volunteering and donating candy.    

 

Update – Fire Chief Rose – Provided an update on the project and the placement of the Ed Peed 

marker at Beebe Park.  Chief Rose presented the marker for the Board to review and noted it was 

made with non-glare acrylic.  This is an informational pedestal and the community will be 

provided with the history of Edward Peed when walking in the Park for generations to come. 
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Chief Rose advised the next step in this on-going project would be to request NDCOT to place a 

historical marker sign out at 15
th
 Street directing people to the site.  

   

Discussion – Post Master Myra Lynn – unveiling of cancellation stamp for Ed Peed – The 

Human Relations Council was informed of Ms. Lynn’s request to unveil a cancellation stamp at 

the Ed Peed Commemoration service to be held on Saturday, February 15, 2014. By unanimous 

vote, the Board approved this request.  

 

Amendment – Amended By-laws – A hard copy of the current operating by-laws was provided 

to the Human Relations Council Board members for filing purposes. 

 

OPEN DISCUSSION:  

Memorial discussion for former Board Chair Evelyne Roberson was held.  The Board approved 

purchasing flowers ($72.59) from the Human Relations Council budget and to receive private 

donations from Board members.  The private donations would be presented to the Marion L. 

Shepard Cancer Center to memorialize Mrs. Roberson.  Also, the Human Relations Council 

presented a resolution to Mrs. Roberson’s family. 

 

CANCELLED MEETING: 

Chairman Hughes and the Human Relations Board determined that there were no regular items 

that would require a meeting for the month of November.  The next meeting was scheduled for 

December 10, 2013 with time and venue to be announced. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS (EMAILED AS AVAILABLE) 

 There were no comments regarding Financial Reports. 

 

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES: 

Waterfront Advisory Committee –  

Councilman Mercer explained he requested moving this item because all previous discussions 

regarding this board have involved maintenance, or management of the Waterfront Docks.  

When the ordinance and resolution was written it basically states a Waterfront Advisory 

Committee.  Councilman Mercer suggested everywhere we have the words ‘Waterfront Advisory 

Committee’ we put in the word ‘Docks’ between the word ‘Waterfront’ and ‘Advisory’.  

Councilman Mercer stated this would then become the Waterfront Docks Advisory Committee to 

clarify that the panel’s focus would be on the City docks and not the entire waterfront.  Also, he 

recommended changing the language under Sec. 2 – 594 Duties: 

 

Paragraph: 

The Waterfront Advisory Committee shall act as an advisory board to the City Council, City 

Manager and Director of Community and Cultural Services and provide recommendations 

regarding the management of the waterfront docks according to the Washington Waterfront 

Docks Business Plan and to advance the goals and objectives of said Plan. 

 

To read: 

The Waterfront Advisory Committee shall act as an advisory board to the City Council, 

City Manager and Director of Community and Cultural Services provide recommendations 

regarding the management of the waterfront docks. 

 

Mayor Jennings voiced that there was no residency requirement in the composition of the 

committee.  It has been determined that out of all the people who have applied that there are no 

city residents in the group. In all the other advisory boards the City has, there is a residency 

requirement at least for a portion of the board.  Councilman Brooks felt we should have some 

City residents on this board.  Mayor Pro tem Roberson suggested it should be 3-2 (3 inside the 

city and two outside).  Councilman Pitt concurred with City residency and voiced it should at 

least at be a minimum two.  Councilman Mercer said he had no problem with two or three – 

speaking from experience with the Airport Board it’s hard to get three but at least a minimum of 

two.  Mayor Pro tem Roberson reiterated the City should always control the majority of the votes 

if it belongs to the City of Washington.   
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 Mayor Jennings referred to Franz Holscher, City Attorney as to what he had heard 

regarding the modification put forward and if he could reduce this to writing tonight.  Mr. 

Holscher stated with staff’s help it could be done but he would prefer to do a re-write and 

propose the draft at a later date.  

 

By motion of Councilman Mercer, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Roberson, Council tabled 

this appointment until December 9, 2013 to allow revisions.  Majority vote was three (3) inside 

and two (2) outside.  This will be addressed under Old Business at the December 9, 2013 

meeting. 

 

Mr. Fred Watkins stated that December 9, 2013 was doable but felt we need more 

members to allow qualified applicants to serve on the board.  Mr. Watkins suggested increasing 

the Board appointment to five or seven to have good qualified people.  

 

Mayor Jennings suggested Council was looking for the Maritime Committee to put 

forward some formal recommendations but what we received was a lot of people on the 

committee applied for the position.  Council would appreciate the guidance of the Maritime 

Committee to choose two members to serve on this board.   

 

Recreation Advisory Committee –  

By motion of Councilman Brooks, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Roberson, Council appointed 

Carl W. Moore Jr. to the Recreation Advisory Committee to fill the unexpired term of Ann Ange 

(outside), term to expire June 30, 2014.    

 

Planning Board –  

Mayor Jennings suggested having a new liaison in place before making the appointment on the 

Planning Board and Council agreed.    

 

Board of Library Trustees –  

Appointments continued 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

AUTHORIZE – CITY MANAGER TO NEGOTIATE AND EXECTUE ENGINEERING 

CONTRACT FOR VARIOUS WATER AND PROJECTS AS A RESULT OF THE 

RECENTLY AWARDED EDA GRANT: 

 City Manager, Brian Alligood explained this request allows the City to negotiate and 

execute an engineering contract with Rivers and Associates, Inc.   North Carolina Law known as 

the Minnie Brooks Act requires when acquiring engineering services that it not be based on price 

and it be done on the basis of qualifications.  Request for qualifications were sent out and from 

that we made a qualification base selection.  The firm that is the most qualified and experienced 

with the projects we have.  After this phrase you negotiate the final price.  RFQ was distributed 

after we were awarded the EDA grant eight (8) companies submitted proposals. Staff 

recommended that Rivers and Associates, Inc. be selected the engineering firm.  It will be much 

easier for staff to deal with one engineering firm and have one engineering firm overseeing all 

projects in reference for submittals, pay request and reimbursement requests. 

 

 Mr. Alligood stated the amount of the contract will be negotiated in accordance with the 

law; however, it will not exceed $290,506.  This is the amount of monies allocated under the 

grant for engineering services.   

  

 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Roberson, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council 

authorized the Manager to negotiate and execute an engineering contract with Rivers and 

Associates, Inc. for various water and sewer projects as a result of the recently awarded EDA 

grant. 
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AWARD/APPROVE – CONTRACT FOR AIRPORT TERMINAL SITE SURCHARGE 

WORK AND APPROVE PURCHASE ORDER FOR SAME TO B.E. SINGLETON & 

SONS, INC. ($37,016) 

 City Manager, Brian Alligood explained this a contract and corresponding purchase order 

for B.E. Singleton to perform earth moving work at the future site of the proposed airport 

terminal building.  When the site was evaluated by the Geo-Technical Engineer, there were some 

concerns with soil shrinkage and settling with the new building. This work will primarily consist 

of the excavation of approximately 30” of existing material, backfilling with structural fill and 

surcharging the site with an additional 8’ of material.  This method was determined to be the 

most economical of those considered in order to reduce the possibility of settlement in the future.  

Informal bids were requested of three contractors and we received two bids.  B.E. Singleton had 

the lowest bid of $37,016.   

 

 Mr. Alligood stated part of the project will consist of a surveyor being on site to do 

measurement.   

 

 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Roberson, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council 

awarded a contract for the airport terminal building surcharge work to B.E. Singleton & Sons, 

Inc., in the amount of $37,016 and approved a purchase order for this amount. 

 
 

ADOPT – WATERFRONT RESTROOMS GRANT PROJECT ORDINANCE 

AMENDMENT AND BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT ($44,397) STORAGE 

EQUIPMENT SHELTER 

 City Manager, Brian Alligood called Council’s attention to a previous meeting when 

there were discussion regarding additional funds that would be needed in order to fund the low 

bid on the construction of this project.   

 

 Councilman Mercer inquired about the installment purchases item in the amount of 

($17,680).  Mr. Alligood stated it was the under-run on the Peterson’s building roof. 

 

 By motion of Councilman Brooks, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Roberson Councilman 

Brooks, Council adopted a grant project ordinance amendment and a budget ordinance 

amendment to provide additional funds for the Waterfront Restroom project. 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE GRANT PROJECT ORDINANCE FOR THE 

WATERFRONT RESTROOM GRANT AWARD 

CITY OF WASHINGTON, N.C 

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2013-2014 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Washington, North Carolina: 

 

 Section 1. That the following appropriation accounts in the Waterfront Restroom 

grant be increased or decreased by the following amounts: 

 

 78-40-6124-0401  Planning and Design   $(26,825) 
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 78-40-6124-4500  Construction       86,222 

 78-40-6124-9990  Contingency      (15,000) 

            Total    $ 44,397 

 

 Section 2. That the following revenue accounts in the Waterfront Restroom grant be 

increased by the following amount: 

  

 78-40-3352-0000  City Contribution- Trans. Gen. Fund $44,397 

 

 Section 3. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 

repealed. 

 

 Section 4. This ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption. 

 

Adopted this the 18
th
 day of November, 2013. 

 

ATTEST: 

s/Cynthia S. Bennett, CMC     s/N. Archie Jennings, III 

City Clerk       Mayor 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE BUDGET ORDINANCE 

OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON 

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2013-2014 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Washington, North Carolina: 

 

 Section 1. That the following appropriation accounts in the General Fund be 

decreased by the following amounts: 

 

 10-00-9990-9900  Contingency   $(26,717) 

 10-40-6120-7401  Installment Purchases    (17,680) 

            Total   $(44,397) 

 

 Section 2. That account number 10-00-4400-6200, Transfer to Capital Projects, 

Miscellaneous portion of the General Fund appropriations budget be increased in the amount of 

$44,397 to provide funds for the waterfront restroom grant project. 

 

 Section 3. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 

repealed. 

 

 Section 4. This ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption. 

 

Adopted this the 18
th
 day of November, 2013. 

 

ATTEST: 

s/Cynthia S. Bennett, CMC     s/N. Archie Jennings, III 

City Clerk       Mayor 

AUTHORIZE – CITY MANAGER TO SIGN THE GROUND LEASE AND EASEMENT 

AGREEMENT WITH WASHINGTON AIRPORT SOLAR, LLC. 

 City Manager, Brian Alligood noted this is the agreement that has been thoroughly 

reviewed by the FAA and they have no objections to it as presented.  This agreement allows 

them to place the Solar Farm at the airport and includes all of the legal documents. 

 

 Council commended the efforts of Mr. Alligood for getting this project moving along.  

Councilman Mercer voiced Mr. Alligood had gone above and beyond what is considered to be  

his normal responsibilities. Mayor Jennings echoed the comments and stated he did an awesome 

job in preserving the process. Mr. Alligood echoed the same comments to Public Works 

Director, Allen Lewis and his staff along with the City Attorney. 
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 By motion of Councilman Pitt, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council approved and 

authorized the Manager to sign the attached Ground Lease and Easement Agreement and related 

legal documents, including but not limited to, Easement Agreement, Solar Skyway Easement, 

Memorandum of Lease and Owner Affidavit and Indemnity Agreement on behalf of the City 

with Washington Airport Solar,   LLC.     
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NEW BUSINESS; 

AUTHORIZE – MANAGER TO AWARD CONTRACT FOR POWER LINE 

CONSTRUCTION NOT TO EXCEED ($200,000) 

 City Manager, Brian Alligood stated this is the authorization that will allow us to enter 

into an agreement with an outside contractor to provide the interconnect work – powerline work 

and anything that needs to be done for the Solar Farm tie in into our system.   Being pressed for 

time, we do not have the time or the resources in house to do that work 
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All expenditures made by the City in conjunction with these improvements will be 

reimbursed by the developer. 

 

Councilman Mercer suggested extending the requested amount to $225,000.   

 

By motion of Councilman Brooks, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Roberson, Council 

authorized the City Manager to award a contract for powerline construction in an amount not to 

exceed $225,000. 

 

ADOPT – MOTION FIXING THE DATE FOR PUBLIC HEARING (12-9-2013) ON THE 

BEAUFORT COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE TRANSPORTATION PLAN 

 City Manger, Brian Alligood advised that this is a request to adopt a motion fixing the 

date to have a public hearing and to receive comments on The Beaufort County Comprehensive 

Transportation Plan.  The Mid-East Rural Planning Organization (MERPO) did the plan and we 

have some of the recommendation provided in the agenda.  Mr. Alligood stated they are seeking 

Council endorsement. 

 

 Councilman Mercer inquired if we have representatives on the RPO?  Mr. Rodman stated 

Glen Moore is the staff representative on the RPO. 

 

 Mayor Pro tem Roberson expressed a couple of concerns: 

 Would like a copy of the plan ~Mr. Rodman explained that Council has what he has ~ 

Mayor Jennings inquired if we should have a copy before the public hearing, Mr. 

Rodman advised he would hope to have copies. 

 Priorities – namely: Highland Drive (dangerous situation and should be upgraded) and we 

should have a east/west connector off of 264 to the Old Bath highway 

 

Mayor Pro tem Roberson said he would get any additional concerns to the Manager.  

Discussions of other concerns followed. 

  

 By motion of Councilman Mercer, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Roberson, Council 

adopted a motion fixing the date for a public hearing on The Beaufort County Comprehensive 

Transportation Plan for December 9, 2013.  

 

. AUTHORIZE – CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH EMS 

MANAGEMENT & CONSULTANTS (item removed) 

 

AUTHORIZE – RELEASE OF LOT 105 FROM CITY’S DEED OF TRUST 

 City Manager, Brian Alligood said this is an authorization for the Mayor and City 

Attorney to execute the release of 105 in the Northgate Subdivision.  This is under the CDBG 

project 09 with Washington Housing Nonprofit, Inc.  The lot is scheduled to close on December 

11, 2013 as part of the CDBG Affordable Housing Grant. 

 

 Washington Housing Nonprofit, Inc. will deposit $6,000 into the City Attorney’s trust 

account pursuant to and consistent with the Legally Binding Commitment by and between the 

City of Washington and Washington Housing Nonprofit, Inc. 

 

 Mayor Pro tem Roberson addressed a concern regarding sidewalks and Mr. Alligood 

noted this would be explained with the next agenda item. 

 

 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Roberson, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council 

authorized the Mayor and the City Attorney to execute the release of lot 105 in the Northgate 

Subdivision. 

 

AUTHORIZE – RELEASE OF LOTS 52 & 53 IN NORTHGATE SUBDIVISION 

 Mayor Jennings asked Mr. Alligood to explain why the City does not need a release of 

lots 52 and 53 from City’s Deed of Trust.  Mr. Alligood voiced lot 52 and 53 have already been 

conveyed to a builder by Northgate Development, LLC and they are requesting a partial release 

from the Deed of Trust for which the City is a beneficiary.  If Council will recall, there is a Deed 
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of Trust in the amount of $1,620,000 that the City holds and is related to the Crisis Housing 

Infrastructure Funds Grant program which the City received to assist Northgate in constructing 

infrastructure for the subdivision.  The City received confirmation from the State that Northgate 

Development, LLC. has satisfied the grant requirement of conveying 32 homes to low to 

moderate income households.  To address Mayor Pro tem Roberson’s concern from the previous 

agenda item – Mr. Alligood voiced there is an outstanding issue between the City and Northgate 

regarding sidewalks in the subdivision that were not constructed.  Staff has been in conversation 

with Mr. Briley and his attorney regarding this matter and anticipates bringing a proposal to 

Council at the December 9, 2013 meeting for its resolution. 

 

 Councilman Mercer inquired of the City Attorney, if we release all the lots, what is the 

leverage on the Deed of Trust.  Mr. Holscher stated it is his understanding these are not the last 

two lots of Northgate Subdivision that are secured.  There are additional lots secured by this 

Deed of Trust; in the event we are not able to work out a solution for the sidewalk issue, we will 

come before Council at that time noting we will not be accommodating with any future releases.   

 

 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Roberson, seconded by Council Brooks, Council authorized 

the Mayor and the City Attorney to execute the release of lots 52 and 53 in the Northgate 

Subdivision.   

 

ADOPT – ORDINANCE - WATERFRONT ADVISORY COMMITTEE (item removed) 

*Item discussed under appointments to various boards, commissions, and 

committees. 

   

ANY OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE MAYOR OR MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 

DISCUSSION – CITY COUNCIL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 Mayor Jennings items of interest as he is transitioning from his duties as Mayor: 

 

1. City Council Professional Development – Mayor Jennings submitted we have certain 

group function around professional development where all are invited to attend.  Council 

members have various interest of their own that could be beneficial to the City or to that 

Council member.  Mayor Jennings noted the cost of this should be monitored and that we 

should limit the additional professional development expenses to $500 per year ~ 

anything above the $500 would be at the individual Council member’s expense.  This 

relates to $500 in addition to the other opportunities that all members are invited to and 

provided for by the City.  This $500 would be part of the budget process and noted this is 

an opportunity for some guidance ~ standardizing of what’s expected.  Mayor Pro tem 

Roberson agreed and went a step further, noting that if a Councilmember runs for an 

office for the League, suggested they have concurrence from the sitting Council.  

Members of Council supported the idea and Councilman Brooks suggested staff provide 

a memo that lists the annual opportunities that is already provided for clarity.  

Councilman Mercer suggested including in the code of conduct that if a member misses a 

meeting and is unexcused that they will lose one third of their monthly salary if he/she 

misses two meetings during the month they would lose two thirds of their monthly salary. 

Mayor Jennings stated that in this “Code of Best Practices” we will be addressing 

professional development expenses and non-excused absences with a reduction in salary.   

Mr. Alligood requested time to research the last suggestion from Councilman Mercer. 

 

By motion of Councilman Mercer, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Roberson, Council 

instructed the staff to investigate the preparation of a code of conduct for Council members 

which will include among other things the use of City funds for professional development to be 

limited to a total of $500 per year and to investigate the opportunity for reduction or a penalty 

related to unexcused absences from board meeting.     

   

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 Mayor Jennings congratulated Councilman elect Larry Beeman and Mayor elect Mac 

Hodges and voiced he is looking forward to their service. 

CLOSED SESSION – UNDER NCGS § 143-318.11(a)(3) ATTONEY CLIENT 

PRIVILEGE – INCLUDING JAMES L. DAVIS VS. CITY OF WASHINGTON (09-OSP-
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06499), NCGS § 143-318.11(a)(4) ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, AND NCGS § 143-

318.11(a))(1) DISCLOSURE OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION AND NCGS § 143-

318.10(e) THE PUBLIC RECORDS ACT 

 By motion of Councilman Pitt, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Roberson, Council agreed to 

enter closed session under § NCGS 143-318.11(a)(3) Attorney Client Privilege – Including 

James L. Davis vs. City of Washington (09-OSP-06499), NCGS §  143-318.11(a)(4) Economic 

Development, and NCGS §  143-318.11(a)(1) Disclosure of Confidential Information, and 

NCGS § 143-318.10(e) The Public Records Act at 6:45 PM.  

  

 By motion of Councilman Mercer, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council agreed to 

come out of Closed Session at 8:20 pm. 

 

IDX IMPRESSIONS, LLC AGREEMENT 

 By motion of Councilman Mercer, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Roberson, Council 

approved and authorized the execution of a Real Estate Purchase Agreement by and between idX 

Impressions, LLC. and the City of Washington. 
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ADJOURN – UNTIL THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2013  

By motion of Councilman Mercer, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council adjourned 

the meeting at 8:20pm until Thursday, November 21, 2013 at 8:00am in the Council Chambers at 

the Municipal Building.  

 

________________________

 Cynthia S. Bennett, CMC 

         City Clerk 


